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We are again grateful to Ted Rust for arranging to send all our
North American members Music For the Love of It ’s largest
CHAMBER MUSIC WORKSHOP CATALOGUE ever. Four
North American workshopshave been especially recommended
by at least one ACMP member this year: CAMMAC; the
Princeton Play Week; the San Diego Workshop (see Catalogue
for details); and the annual weekend workshop held at the
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center in New York City
(usually early March).

ACMP INTERNATIONAL

The most important news this issue brings is an account of the
first regional meeting of the International Advisory Council,
held in October at the Hindemith Foundation in Blonay, Switz-
erland. Twenty-nine ACMP leaders joined eagerly in both dis-
cussion and chamber music. Floryse Bel Bennett of Switzerland
was both organizer and Violin B. Here are the questions that
kept them busy all weekend:

* How can we encourage young people to play chamber
music for the love of it?

e What is the best way to encourage amateur and profes-
sional musicians to play together?

e What role should ACMP and ACMP Foundatlon play
outside of the United States?

It soon became clear that the answers were different for
different countries—which meant the scrapping (for now) of
one innovative thought: to establish an "ACMP Europe" with
its own central office and Board. Other ideas were to find
better ways to keep in touch with regional organizations such
asthe French Association de Musiciens Amateurs, and to follow
the example of the Swedish Mazer Society in affording retired
but active professional players the chance to continue playing
with both young and older amateurs. "All professionals whose
love of music is not destroyed by work are amateurs," David
William-Olsson of Sweden told the group.

New questions emerged, e.g. should ACMP’s name be
changed to the "Association of Chamber Music Players" in order
to more openly welcome professionals everywhere—especially
chamber music enthusiasts living in nations whose amateur
musical culture was discouraged in the Cold War years?

Late mght at Blonay: Roland thk Brenda Aloni, and M{mm Donner

As each Advisory Council representative described the
situation in her or his own country, a rich variety of national
issues arose. Petru Dan of Romania, for example, began his
presentation, "Somewhere In the the East," with his own ques-
tions and answers:

* Eastern Europe: another world? another culture?

* Romania: too far away? ignorant or ignored?

e Chamber music in Romania: is it different? Preferences?
style? jokes?

Petru went on to answer some of them, describing his "Local
Environment" as "a medium-size country with a very generous
nature, relying on a long and rich history," then talking about
Romanian music education and the special activities and
dreams that engage players’ musical passions. He closed by
saying, "Chamber music is an invaluable gift, as well as a way of
living. It is a door to friendship, a unique challenge for young
people and a vital support for old ones."

Many other important presentations and suggestions
followed. All these will provide crucial guidance for both the
ACMP Board and the ACMP Foundation as they lead our
association into the 21st century.

What matters most
Before and after the Blonay conference, attendees looked for chances
to play still more chamber music. ACMP’s Treasurer Don Spuehler
took David William-Olsson up on an invitation to join the Mazer
Society chamber music weekend, a supplement to this Stockholm
group’s weekly gatherings. "While there are many who help in or-
ganization," writes Donald,
David is the person who puts the groups together and takes
care of all emergencies. I played with six different groups in
2Y5-hour sessions—135 hours altogether, Scandinavian music
new to me as well as more familiar classics. My fellow
players ranged from their teens to their 80s. ...The weekend
was truly wonderful.

David and Stockholm’s Mazer Society welcome ACMP members
to their next Autumn Play-in on October 13-14, 2001. Watch
the ACMP Bulletin Board for news of the next Mazer C/D
Play-in day. Notify Advisory Council member David Wil-
liam-Olsson well ahead of time so he can plan for your par-
ticipation: Phone: [46] 08-6111014 or <david.w-o@telia.com>.

TWO NEW ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Nancy O’Neill Breth of Arlington, VA (Pf-Pro) is a chamber
music specialist with years of experience both as performer and
presenter in the United States, Latin America and Asia. She
studied chamber music with Rudolf Kolisch, Janos Starker,
Joseph Gingold and her own piano teacher, Gyoérgy Sebok. She
holds degrees in piano performance from Indiana University
and the University of Wisconsin. Praised in The Washington
Post for her "superb musicianship," and pronounced "a mag-
magnificent pianist" by EL UNIVERSAL in Mexico City, Ms.
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- Breth also gamed recognmon for the quahty of programming
_recognition for the qualltyof programming and performance

which she has brought to the public in chamber music series she
dire ]

[instrumentalists in the Washmgton area. For 13 years she

 directed the chamber music department of the Levme School of
- Musicin Washmgton greatly expanding the pr

gram and in-
ltlatmg innovative events such as the hxghly popular Chamber

- Music Weekend for adult chamber musicians. Breth’s students

both of 1 piano and of chamber music, are frequent prize winners
in area, state and national competitions, g t Fischoff

Natxonal Chamber Musrc Competrtron and Natlonal Publlc

. ACMP of Southern Afrlca, whrch has grownkto 120 members m three

 years. She and her group work to establish further chamber music .
_contacts in Namibia and Zlmbabwe, reachmg out to mterest young . ;L
L-‘black Afrrcans in class1cal music. . - , ‘

PLAY-INS COMING UP

, Please note: We are glad to publxcrze any play -in you wxsh to initiate.
Open-to-all Play-ins are seen by International Advrsory Council
k members as a wonderful way to establish connections among players.

 Lucretia I—Iamson will celebrate her usual andenburg

Sunday at her new home in honor of J.S. Bach and Helen Rice,
on March 18, 2001. Call or write her ahead if you can come,

so she can plan to make the best use of her apartment rooms:.
372 Main Street, Apt. 309 ,
Port Washmgton, NY 11050; 516/767 13 16

in Manila, New York City, Mexico City “and
";Washmg’con DC. She performs regularly with cellist David
'Howard of the National Symphony Orchestra, as well as
~ appearing in chamber music concerts with a variety of other

The Toronto-area annual Plaan will take place on
Sunday March 11, 2001, location to be announced. All mem-

bers, and fr iends, from the Golden Horseshoe area of Ontarlo'
. western
 begin at

- welcome the wind and keyboard playersat 5 pm for a pot-luck -
~ dinner. In the evening we will break up into small groups for

w York and farther afield, are welcome We will
pm with string chamber orchestra music, then will

chamber music, and play until we drop (or the neighbors

- complam) Please contact Jane Wilson at 905/764-2837 or at
<. wzlson@canoemazl com>“«for detarlsand so thatweca plan‘
‘ reperton'e “

The ACMP wﬂlsponsokk i ‘tradltlonal ammal Bosto: area ~

; Commtttee on Sundéy Ma
. lrps Academy in Andever

then try works for larger g
‘smgers wrll enjoy an or

P I want to say a ver
‘ ,armngmgawonderfu

reasing chronolog,c al .
most), | Via B+. My .
for years. Lots of

‘ k -—-Roger thdman} Shetland,]slands, Scotland“f L
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A NEW BOARD MEMBER INTRODUCES

‘ get a sense of how chamber music enthusnasts grow to be the, k;
. way they ﬁare—-—and of the varlety we all en;oy among our most

~ Council, and 1t

Club, a group that annually orgamzes a half dozen

;one-to—three- day chamber and choral plays-ins for up to 100 partici-

- ';pants from the | greater Boston area. Their March outing in Andover
~ iscurrently co-sponsored by the ACMP. In 1989, I founded "Heaven"
~ (which I continue to direct), a week- long invitational chamber-music

. bmge for 36 players from North Amerlca and England So far as

, Board of Directors of Greenwood Musnc Camp, an extraordir
~ Massachusetts summer chamber- -music school for talented junior - and
~ senior lugh:school clnldren who love music. Greenwood grads rarely

Ll

possrble, “l—[eaven players are Well-matched in playmg skills and/or
knowledge, in fanaticism for playmg, and in anger-conttol SklllS It’s
a winning formula, , \

Pm presently serving my fmal term of three asa memb 'jof the

- ,‘whether pubhck or non—p', '
iedltor for th

‘mover, had amassed an extraordmary library

2 = the Musm Committee of thé Appa-f ~works, and every few days, the ‘quartet would sit down nd

the prime
non-standard

years as the "Palm Strmgs" Quartet Robert; a /o

work one through, exploring its quality and assessing its
access:blllty for amateur players. When Maas died, his fellow
players———-and oth:erk ‘who had benefited from his. reperton‘e‘ ,
suggestions—came together to ablish the Cobbett Associ-

~ ation, named after the eminent scholar of the chamber music
, llterature - , . .
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A grant from ACMP Foundatxon made it possnble for thek

. Assocxanon to buy the core Maas library from hls estate: some

. Y separa praymng
, and btg enough fora quartet lf you take out all the furmture

Many old folks in their thltght years complain that one of the

 most grievous sadnesses of old age is that their friends keep dropping
off their perches, leawng their social life restricted to funerals. We have
had one or two good musical friends go to join the great harp ensemble

in the sky, but our circle of active musical contacts seems on the

~ contrary to goon expandmg By the time I reached 70 we were having

to leave out so many of our regular musical partners from the birthday

celebrations that we decided to devote two days to it—a Saturday (for
the God-fearing) and a Sunday (for the Godless) on successive
weekends. And so it continued until this year when I reached 80 and

something special seemed to be called for. So this year there were three

. :Vpames over two weekends w;th a total of 31 players ]ommg us. for the‘

22 25 Maln Street Stratford CT 06 I5 k
‘ <Psynme@aol com>

| TO OUR 630+ NEW YORK AREA MEMBERS: looking for |

" weekly chamber musnc’ You may want to join Chamber Music As- |
Professional amateurs and unpaid |

sociates, 50 years old this year.
amateurs take part in the music and friendship at the Lucy Moses
- School of the Arts, West 67 Street. Coaching for at-cost fee. Call .
_our President, Evelyn Gilbert, at 212/861-7024, or me, Irene Z
,Schenck at 2I2/628-5929 , '
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